
 

May 7th, 2018 

 

Mr. Nello Marino 
CEO 
Australian Podiatry Association 
89 Nicholson Street. 
East Brunswick, Vic, 3159 

 

Dear Mr. Marino, 
 
I would like to introduce myself as Podiatry WA’s new President.  I am a member of both 
the Australian Podiatry Association and Podiatry WA and have been since my arrival here 
in Australia. I felt it was necessary to join both organisations for unity and more so state-
wide for comradery and esprit-de-corps amongst local podiatrists.  I am glad I did so on 
both counts as I work remotely in north-western Australia (the Pilbara) and I have found 
the need on more than one occasion to seek the professional and anecdotal help of my 
colleagues across the country!  More recently I joined the Board of Podiatry WA as a 
Director and then as their Vice President serving under the undeniably, intellectual and 
very competent Dr Jeffrey Peters. After his resignation of 8 April 2018, I was voted in as 
the next President to carry the same torch that Jeffrey held so diligently. 
 
Our position at Podiatry WA remains healthy but it must be noted that as is seen in all 
walks in life “you achieve much more with all working towards one goal” than you do with 
“break off factions”.  With that in mind, we would like it noted that we will do everything in 
our power as a Board, and I as our members’ Leader, to ensure we do what is best for 
our Membership. 

As the new President of Podiatry WA I believe that my paramount concern is how both 
the current Board and I can better serve “Our Members”!  

As a first step in my external agency/association familiarization process, I would like to 
discuss with you the following questions that were raised via our members last year after 
our AGM pre event that you and Katrina attended.   

After canvassing our members we wrote to you on the 14th February 2018 with questions 
Members were asking in light of your request that Podiatry WA: 

 ‘wind up’ and  

 for all of Podiatry WA to join the Australian Podiatry Association   

 



In your 8th March 2018 response to our letter you state in your accompanying email 
”…whilst the questions are yet to be answered in full…”. We understand you are still 
working on the answers to our Members questions and we have been awaiting your 
response.  
 
I would like to advise that we have surveyed our members about nationalising and that 
40% of the respondents would like further information from the Australian Podiatry 
Association before they make an informed decision. 

To that end they set forth the following questions: 

 What is APodA’s detailed vision for the future 
 Q: Which states are actually in the process of winding up (as opposed to having 

agreed to it but delaying) 
 Q: What happens if Podiatry WA DON’T wind up – what will APodA do? 
 Q: What staffing, contractual, financial commitments, bonuses, promises, financial 

commitments and agreements have APodA made with other states (what are 
APodA’s resultant obligations and liabilities).  

 Q: Of the total income from the national membership what assets have been 
allocated, promised or set aside for certain parties. What percentage of the total 
income will be available to WA?  

 Q: How are the membership fees going to be dispersed fairly throughout Australia 
– what is the formula? 

 Q: How are decisions about resources distribution and spending going to be made 
– who will decide who gets the investment of training, upskilling etc. 

 Q: Nationalisation reduces a duplicating layer of administration - how are these 
savings reflected in the current fees? Is there a planned reduction in fees 
equivalent to the current capitation fee that each member has been paying? 

 Q: what are the achievements of APodA over the past 5 years. (Looking for the 
benefits of national representation and points of difference to Podiatry WA) 

 Q: what are the benefits to our members in joining APodA 
 Q: We need firm guarantees from APodA about what WA would get – how can 

they offer this with no idea of numbers? 

Can you please in a short, bullet point statement (via email) respond to these questions 
so that I am able to relay these answers to our Members so that an informed decision can 
be reached; I implore you that without these questions being answered we remain at 
somewhat of an impasse! 

At the same time I would also like to take an opportunity to review Australian Podiatry 
Association’s latest suggestions of ways forward as I want to work collaboratively and 
diligently with you and your organisation to ensure the best way going forward. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you in the near future.  

Sincerely,  
 

Dr Scott Westover 

President Podiatry WA 
 
 

 


